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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. (MILCO) has completed a revised Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment (previous report “Project V”, dated September 27, 2012) in conformance with the scope 
and limitations of American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process, E 1527-05.  
The assessment property includes 66.5 acres including the South Half of the Southwest Quarter and 
the South Half of the Southeast Quarter lying West of Airport Road, Section 21, Township 9 North, 
Range 15 West of the 6

th
 P.M., Buffalo County, Nebraska, less that part of Proposed Industrial 

Subdivision Kearney Air Field, Kearney, Nebraska, located in the South Half of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 21, Township 9 North, Range 15 West of the 6

th
 P.M. Buffalo County, Nebraska.   

 
Activities completed include:  1) review of Federal, State, and local records and available files at 
MILCO; 2) a site reconnaissance survey; 3) interviews with the owner of the site; and 4) evaluation 
of all findings and distribution of the final report. 
 
The assessment revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with 
the assessment property.  No recognized environmental conditions were found associated with 
surrounding properties that are believed to impact the assessment property. 
 
The assessment property is located adjacent to an industrial area.  The assessment property was 
part of the Kearney Army Air Base from 1942 to 1951.  No source areas for suspected releases 
were identified.  Data indicates volatile organic compounds have been detected at levels at or above 
detection levels in groundwater samples obtained in the airport area.  Groundwater should not be 
used for domestic or potable water without further testing.  Groundwater is approximately 22 feet 
below ground level. 
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PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 
 

Project Honor 
66.50 acres in the S1/2, S1/2, Section 21, T9N, R15W 

Buffalo County, Nebraska 
MILCO Project No. M130-G1-152 

May 31, 2013 
 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Purpose 
 
This report is a revision of the original Phase I Environmental Assessment dated September 27, 
2012. The ASTM Standard 1527-05, Section 4.6, requires this update after 180 days to ensure 
current and relevant information is included in the Phase I report. 
 
The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is to identify, to the extent feasible 
pursuant to the activities conducted, recognized environmental conditions in connection with the subject 
property.  The term recognized environmental conditions refers to the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substance or petroleum product on the property under conditions that indicate an existing 
release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of any hazardous substance or petroleum 
product into structures on the property or into the ground, groundwater, or surface water of the subject 
property.  The term includes hazardous substances or petroleum products even under conditions in 
compliance with laws.  The term is not intended to include de minimis conditions that generally do not 
present a material risk of harm to public health or the environment and that generally would not be the 
subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  
Conditions determined to be de minimis are not recognized environmental conditions. 
 
1.2 Detailed Scope of Services 
 
This ESA consists of four components. All components have been updated to the current reporting date.  
The first component is the records review, which involves a review of Federal and State environmental 
records, as well as a review of local property title records.  The accuracy of this review is dependent on 
the quality of available records.  Physical maps and scientific literature are also reviewed in order to 
determine the site topographic and geologic characteristics.  
 
The second component is a site reconnaissance survey, which involves the physical inspection of the 
subject property and structures, as well as surrounding properties. Previous and current photos are 
included in this report. 
 
The third component consists of interviews with the property owner, manager, or other knowledgeable 
individuals.  Local or State officials and local residents may also be interviewed.   
 
The fourth component is the evaluation of all findings including updated information, and the preparation 
and distribution of the final report. 
 
The work will be performed in accordance with the American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Process, E 1527-05. 
 
1.3  Significant Assumptions 
 
MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. (MILCO) assumes the information provided by State and local 
officials is true and accurate and assumes the City of Kearney and their representatives have shared 
any and all information they have that may affect the Phase I ESA. 
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 1.4  Limitations and Exceptions 
 
Along with those limitations set forth in the ASTM Standard E 1527-05 protocol, the completeness of 
this report is necessarily limited by the following: 

 Access Limitations – None 

 Physical Obstructions to Observations – None 

 Outstanding Information Requests – None 

 Historical Data Source Failure – None 
 
The following is a list of items that a person may want to assess in connection with commercial real 
estate.   
 
 Asbestos-Containing Materials   Industrial Hygiene 
 Radon      Health and Safety 
 Lead-Based Paint    Ecological Resources 
 Lead in Drinking Water    Endangered Species 
 Wetlands     Air Quality 
 Regulatory Compliance    High Voltage Power Lines 
 Cultural and Historical Resources 
 
These items were not included in the inquiry conducted as part of this ESA and no evaluation can be 
assumed or implied regarding the presence or potential impact regarding the property.  These items are 
non-scope considerations. 
 
1.5 Special Terms and Conditions 
 
MILCO has been contracted by the City of Kearney to complete a review of the recorded chain of title 
documents for a period of 60 years, review the site history, Federal and State records, conduct inquiries 
and a site visit, and prepare a final report.  Brian Freeman of MILCO conducted the original and updated 
site reconnaissance surveys.  Jacqueline Riener of MILCO conducted initial interviews, researched 
information, reviewed the environmental records provided by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. 
(EDR), and prepared the report. Belinda Fowler of MILCO conducted the same activities for this revision 
of the Phase I ESA.  
 
1.6 User Reliance 
 
No ESA can wholly eliminate uncertainty regarding the potential for recognized environmental 
conditions in connection with the subject property.  This ESA is intended to reduce, but not eliminate, 
uncertainty regarding the potential for recognized environmental conditions in connection with the 
subject property.  If conditions are known to differ from those described herein, or further development 
of the property reveals any adverse environmental conditions, MILCO should be contacted immediately 
to perform a re-evaluation of site conditions. 
 
This report has been prepared for the use of City of Kearney and authorized representatives of City of 
Kearney.  MILCO is not responsible for independent conclusions or recommendations made by others.  
 
Land use, site conditions, and other factors change over time.  Site activities and government 
regulations can change any time after the completion of this report.  This report, the observations, 
findings, and opinions are valid only as of the date of the site visit.  This report should not be relied upon 
after 180 days from the date of its issuance per ASTM 1527-05, Section 4.6. 
 
The property owner is solely responsible for notifying all government agencies and affected individuals 
or entities of the existence, release, treatment, or disposal of any hazardous materials observed at the 
subject property.  MILCO assumes no liability whatsoever for any claim, loss of property value, damage, 
or injury that results from pre-existing hazardous materials being encountered or present on the subject 
property, or from discovery of such materials.  No warranty, expressed or implied, is made. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 Location and Legal Description 
 
The assessment property known as Project Honor is described as follows:  

 
 The South Half of the Southwest Quarter and the South Half of the Southeast Quarter lying 
West of Airport Road, Section 21, Township 9 North, Range 15 West of the 6

th
 P.M., Buffalo 

County, Nebraska, less that part of Proposed Industrial Subdivision Kearney Air Field, Kearney, 
Nebraska, located in the South Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 9 North, 
Range 15 West of the 6

th
 P.M. Buffalo County, Nebraska.   

 
The site includes approximately 66.5 acres. 

 
 2.2 Site and Vicinity General Characteristics 
 
The location, size, and shape of the site being assessed are shown in a portion of the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) map of the area in Figure 1 – Site Vicinity.  An aerial photo illustrates the 
size and shape of the property in Figure 2 – Site Map.  Regional groundwater elevation contours are 
shown in Figure 3 – Groundwater Contour.  The figures are included in the Appendix of this report. 
 
2.3 Current Use of the Property   
 
The assessment property is currently undeveloped. The site is used as irrigated farm ground.   
 
2.4 Description of Structures, Roads, and Other Improvements on the Site 
 
Brian Freeman of MILCO visited the property on Wednesday, August 29, 2012 and again on Tuesday 
May 28, 2013.  The property is farmland used to grow irrigated corn.  A drainage ditch controlled by the 
Central Platte Natural Resource District exists on the property along the west and north property lines.  
There are no building structures located on the subject property.  An irrigation well is documented to 
exist on the property.  A review of aerial photographs appears to indicate the well is located south of the 
south section line of Section 21 and is actually located on the property to the south.  A center pivot 
irrigation sprinkler is used on the assessment property and the adjacent property to the south.  
Photographs taken during the both site surveys are provided in the Appendix. 
 
Access to the assessment property is available from East 56

th
 Street and Cherry Avenue.  Utility 

systems identified in the vicinity of the assessment property are as follows: 
 

 Electricity – Nebraska Public Power District   

 Telephone – Qwest 

 Natural Gas – None Provided 

 Potable Water – City of Kearney  

 Broadband Internet Service – Nebraska Link  
 
The assessment property is zoned M-1 light industrial. 

 
2.5 Current Uses of the Adjoining Properties 
 
Farmland surrounds the subject property on all sites, north, south, east, and west, except for adjacent 
commercial property at the southeast property corner and a home across the road from the southwest 
property corner.  The assessment property is part of commercial property known as the Kearney 
Regional Airport.  The Nebraska Army National Guard operates an equipment shop on airport property 
east of the assessment property.  Pramac America, LLC operates a factory in a building southeast of 
the assessment property.  The factory on airport property produces pressure washers, home standby 
generators, and industrial generators. 
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 A Buffalo County paved road, Cherry Avenue, borders the property on the west.  The adjacent property 
to the north and west is zoned agricultural based on the City of Kearney zoning map.  Land to the north 
and east is “public use”. 
 
 
3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 
 
3.1 Title Records 
 
Completed title work was provided by the City of Kearney.  A copy is provided in the Appendix.  
 
3.2 Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations 
 
The City of Kearney did not indicate environmental liens or activity or use limitations in connection with 
the assessment property. Kellie John, the Buffalo County Register of Deeds stated the City of Kearney 
has owned this ground since 1943, and is exempt from reporting activity or use limitations as a “tax-
exempt” landowner. 
 
3.3 Specialized Knowledge 
 
The City of Kearney did not reveal any specialized knowledge or experience that is material recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the assessment property.  MILCO has on file information 
regarding groundwater sampling in the area.  The file is for work performed previously for the City of 
Kearney under project M130-G1-83 Airport Area Sampling.   
 
3.4 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues 
 
The City of Kearney did not indicate the property to be reviewed has a reduced value due to 
environmental issues. This information was confirmed in the May 2013, re-assessment.  
 
3.5 Owner, Property Manager, and Occupant Information 
 
The property is owned by the City of Kearney.  Completed title work prepared by the City of Kearney 
indicates the site owner is Two Sisters Farms, Inc.  A copy of the completed title work is provided in the 
Appendix. 
 
3.6 Reason for Performing Phase I 
 
The Phase I ESA is being conducted in support of community development efforts by the City of 
Kearney.   
 
3.7 Other 
 
The City of Kearney provided a map of the property.  The City provided information regarding 
groundwater sampling in the area in 1992, 1999, and 2001. 
 
 
4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 
 
An updated search of Federal and State records for the immediate area of the property is provided in 
The EDR Radius Map Report with GeoCheck prepared by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR).  
The ASTM radial search parameters extend to a maximum distance of one mile from the assessment 
property boundaries; however, distances are variable for each particular database.  A complete copy of 
the report is included in the Appendix.   
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Review of the environmental records indicates several properties, which were not mapped due to poor 
or inadequate address information.  Twenty-four orphan sites continue to be identified by the updated 
EDR report.  For reference, ASTM practice 1527-05, Section 8.1.4.3, states “Listings in publicly 
available records which do not have adequate address information to be located geographically are not 
generally considered practically reviewable”.   
 
Aerial photographs provided in the Appendix were reviewed for potential sites near the assessment 
property.  One site on the orphan list has the potential to be near the assessment property.  An EDR 
site report is included in the Appendix.  The report indicates the Department of the Army had a Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank (LUST) site near Airport Road at the Kearney Municipal Airport.  The site 
has a State Fire Marshal number of 5278 and a Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) 
site number of 032693-FB-1200. The State Fire Marshal provided a Closure Assessment Report for the 
site.  The site is located approximately ½ mile southeast of the assessment property.  The spill number 
was assigned to the site on March 26, 1993.  The EDR site report indicates the site is a No Further 
Action site.  This indicates no further assessment or remediation is needed.  None of the orphan sites 
are believed to represent a recognized environmental condition for the assessment property. 
 
4.1 Federal Records 
 
4.1.1 NPL List 
 
The National Priority List (NPL) database consists of sites that have been identified for priority remedial 
action under the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund Program.   
 

 The search revealed no NPL sites within a 1.0-mile radius of the assessment property. 

 The search revealed no Proposed NPL sites within a 1.0-mile radius of the assessment 
property. 

 The search revealed no Delisted NPL sites within a 1.0-mile radius of the assessment property. 

 The search revealed no NPL Liens at the assessment property. 
 
4.1.2 CERCLIS List 
 
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System 
(CERCLIS) database is a list of sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
investigated or currently is investigating for a release or a threatened release of hazardous substances.  
The database contains sites which are either proposed to or on the National Priorities List (NPL) and 
sites which are in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion on the NPL.     
 

 The database search revealed no CERCLIS facilities located within a 0.50-mile radius of the 
assessment site. 
 

4.1.3 CERCLIS-NFRAP 
 
CERCLIS-NFRAP is a list of CERCLIS sites where no further remedial action is planned.  
 

 The search revealed one CERCLIS-NFRAP facility located adjacent to the assessment 
property. 

 
The site revealed is Pramac America, LLC at 4970 Airport Road.  Records indicate the site is also 
known as Coleman Powermate.  The facility generates 100 kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
calendar month.  Records provided date back to 1987.  Waste codes D001, D002, D039, F003, and 
F003 are listed for the facility.  In 1987, the site was referred to the Attorney General’s office for 
enforcement action.  Current records indicate the site does not qualify as a National Priority List site 
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based on existing information.  The site is approximately one mile east of the assessment property and 
is not believed to be a recognized environmental condition.   
 
4.1.4 Corrective Action Report (CORRACTS) 
 
The CORRACTS (Corrective Action Report) identifies hazardous waste handlers with Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) corrective action activity.   
 

 The search revealed no CORRACTS facilities within a 1.0-mile radius of the assessment 
property. 

 
4.1.5 RCRA-TSDF 
 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS) list of transportation, storage, and 
disposal facilities (TSDF) including selective information on facilities that transport, store, and dispose of 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous waste. 
 

 The database search revealed no RCRA TSDF sites within a 0.5-mile radius of the assessment 
site. 

 
4.1.6 RCRA Generators 
 
This database includes all facilities which treat, store, and/or dispose of hazardous waste.  Large 
Quantity Generators (LQG) generate over 1,000 kilograms (kg) of hazardous waste or 1 kg of acutely 
hazardous waste per month.  Small Quantity Generators (SQG) generate between 100 kg to 1,000 kg of 
hazardous waste per month.  Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQG) generate less 
than 100 kg of hazardous waste or 1 kg of acutely hazardous waste per month.  Non Generators do not 
presently generate hazardous waste.        
 

 The database search identified no RCRA-LQG within 0.25-miles of the assessment property. 

 The database search identified no RCRA-SQGs within 0.25-miles of the assessment property. 

 The database search identified one RCRA-CESQG within 0.25-miles of the assessment 
property. 

 The database search identified no RCRA-Non Generators within 0.25-miles of the assessment 
property. 

The Nebraska Army National Guard Field Main Shop 2 is listed as a CESQG.  This indicates the facility 
generates 100 kilograms or less of hazardous waste per month and accumulates 1000 kilograms or less 
of hazardous waste at any time.  No violations are reported at the facility.  The facility may generate 
ignitable hazardous wastes, acidic or corrosives, reactive waste, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, and 
mercury.  
 
4.1.7 US Engineering Control Sites List 
 
This database identifies sites with engineering controls in place to create pathway elimination for 
regulated substances to enter environmental media or effect human health. 
 

 The database search identified no Engineering Controls within 0.5-miles of the assessment 
property. 

 
4.1.8 US Institutional Control Sites List 
 
This database identifies sites with Institutional Controls including administrative measures, such as 
groundwater use restrictions, construction restrictions, property use restrictions, post remediation care 
requirements, and deed restrictions to prevent exposure to contaminants remaining at the site.   
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 The database search identified no Institutional Controls within 0.5-miles of the assessment 
property. 

 
4.1.9 ERNS 
 
The Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) is a federal database, which contains 
information on reported releases of oil and hazardous substances.  The information is compiled through 
spill reports made to federal authorities including the EPA, Coast Guard, National Response Center, 
and the Department of Transportation. 
 

 The assessment property was not identified on the ERNS database. 
 
4.1.10 US Brownfields 
 
This database includes a listing of Brownfields properties addressed by Cooperative Agreement 
Recipients and Brownfields properties addressed by Targeted Brownfields Assessments. 
 

 The database search identified no US Brownfields sites within 0.5-miles of the assessment 
property. 

 
4.1.11 FUDS 
 
This database includes locations of Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) where the Army Corp of 
Engineers is actively working or will take necessary cleanup actions. 
 

 The database search identified one FUDS site within 0.5-miles of the assessment property. 
 
The FUDS site is the Kearney AFB (Air Force Base).  The site includes Kearney Municipal Airport and 
several industrial concerns.  The site included approximately 2,800 acres.  Aerial photos included in the 
Appendix reveal the assessment property was part of Kearney AFB.  The site was obtained by the 
Federal government in 1942 and 1943 and was conveyed by quitclaim deed to the City of Kearney in 
March, 1949.   
 
A document found on the General Accounting Office Internet website indicates the Kearney Air Force 
Base has property number B07NE0057 and waste removal of soils and waste removal of drums, tanks, 
and bulk containers was the remedy selected.  A summary sheet for August 2001 in the Appendix 
indicates remedial action has been completed.  The hazard type is shown as containerized waste, 
which are shown as being mainly underground storage tanks.     
 
The orphan list in the EDR report includes a listing for a leaking underground storage tank at Kearney 
Muni Airport.  The tank’s site is described to be at Airport Road and a spill number of 032693-FB-1200 
was assigned to the site by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality.  The tank owner is 
listed as the Dept. of the Army.  The site is shown as a “No Further Action” site. 
 
Records reviewed appear to indicate the Kearney AFB has been assessed as a FUDS site; a tank or 
tanks were removed.  This appears to indicate there are no recognized environmental conditions at the 
site of the former Kearney AFB.   
 
4.2 State Records 
 
4.2.1 State Hazardous Waste List 
 
The Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) State Hazardous Waste List (SHWS) is the 
State’s equivalent to CERCLIS and NPL. 
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 The database search identified two SHWS sites within 1 mile of the assessment property. 
 
The two sites are Kearney Municipal Airport and Pramac America, LLC.  We believe the airport is a 
SHWS site due to the use of a lagoon system approximately 1/4 mile northeast of the assessment 
property from at least 1981 through 1999.  In 1999, the NDEQ indicates it has no negative commentary 
on a plan to reclaim the lagoon areas by depositing soil from the Kearney Northeast Drainage Project.  
The soil was deposited in the former lagoons and mixed with sludge. 
 
In 2001, the City of Kearney sampled and analyzed 9 water samples from wells installed northeast and 
southeast of the assessment property in areas selected to monitor groundwater near the lagoons.  All 
samples were nondetectable for all volatile organic compounds for analysis 8260. 
 
Records available from the City of Kearney indicate the Nebraska Army National Guard had Nebraska 
Testing Corporation obtain and analyze 2 groundwater samples in March 1992 in an area believed to be 
the South ½ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 28.  The site is believed to be approximately ¼ to ½ mile 
south of the assessment property.  Chlorobenzene, ethylbenzene, and 1,2, dichlorobenzene were 
detected in groundwater samples at levels below maximum contaminant levels for drinking water.  The 
source of the chemicals detected is unknown.  The samples were obtained from an area that had been 
a busy or well used part of the Kearney AFB.  The 1992 results are believed to be de minimis conditions 
that generally do not present a material risk of harm to public health or the environment and that 
generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate 
governmental agencies.  Conditions determined to be de minimis are not recognized environmental 
conditions. 
 
Based on the information reviewed, the Kearney AFB and the Kearney Municipal Airport are not 
believed to represent a recognized environmental condition for the assessment property.  Groundwater 
at the site should not be used as drinking water without additional testing.  We understand water will be 
provided to the site from the City water system.  
 
Pramac America, LLC is listed as a SHWS.  This status appears to date back to 1987 and 1988 when 
the facility was used by Coleman Powermate.  There was a violation of generator regulations in 1987 
that was referred to the Nebraska Attorney General.  The site reached compliance status by September 
12, 1988.  There was a civil judicial action and a fine of $10,000 for imminent and substantial 
endangerment.  The site is now in compliance with regulations and is not believed to represent a 
recognized environmental condition for the assessment property.  

 
4.2.2 Licensed Landfill List 
 
Records typically contain an inventory of solid waste disposal facilities or landfills in a particular state.  
These sites may be active or inactive sites or operating facilities, which fail to meet RCRA Subtitle D 
Section 4004 criteria for solid waste disposal sites. 
 

 The database search revealed no licensed landfill facilities within a 0.5-mile radius of the 
assessment property. 

    
 4.2.3 LUST List 
 

The Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) incident reports contain an inventory of reported 
leaking underground storage tank incidents. 
 

 The database search revealed no LUST sites located on the assessment property. 
 

 The database search revealed one LUST site within a 0.5-mile radius of the assessment 
property.    
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The site listed is the Kearney Muni Airport with a No Further Action designation; meaning no additional 
assessment or remediation is needed. The site is not believed to be a recognized environmental 
condition with regard to the target property. 
 
4.2.4 LAST List 
 
The Leaking Aboveground Storage Tanks (LAST) incident reports contain an inventory of reported 
leaking aboveground storage tank incidents. 
 

 The database search revealed no LAST sites within a 0.5-mile radius of the assessment 
property. 

 
4.2.5 Registered UST List/ Historical UST List 
 
The Underground Storage Tank (UST) List is a comprehensive listing of all registered USTs located 
within the State of Nebraska.   
  

 The data base search revealed no UST sites within 0.25-mile radius of the assessment 
property.  

 
4.2.6 Registered AST List 
 
The Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) List is a comprehensive listing of all registered ASTs located 
within the State of Nebraska. 
 

 The database search revealed no registered AST facilities within 0.25-miles of the assessment 
property.  

 
4.2.7 Spills 
 
This database identifies release of petroleum or hazardous substances to the air, land, or water. 
 

 The assessment property was not identified on the Spills database. 
 

4.2.8 Nebraska Institutional Control Registry 
 
The registry identifies sites within Nebraska that have institutional controls.  According to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), institutional controls are “non-engineering measures designed 
to prevent or limit exposure to hazardous substances left in place at a site, or assure effectiveness of 
the chosen remedy”. 
 

 The database search identified no sites with Institutional Controls within 0.5-miles of the 
assessment property. 

 
4.2.9 RAPMA Sites 
 
The Remedial Action Plan Monitoring Act (RAPMA), initially created in 1995, provides property owners 
and parties responsible for contamination with a mechanism for developing voluntary environmental 
cleanup plans, which are reviewed and approved by the Nebraska Department of Environmental 
Quality. 
 

 The database search revealed no RAPMA sites within a 0.5-mile radius of the assessment 
property. 

 
 
 



MILCO Project No. M130-G1-152 Project Honor Page 10 

4.2.10 Potential Brownfields Inventory Listing 
 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality defines Brownfields sites as subpart (A) of CERCLA 
101(39), “Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the 
presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant”.  See page GR-9 
of the attached EDR Radius Map with Geocheck.  The explanation indicates some sites may have been 
added to the Brownfields list due to their Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes.  This is a broad-
based approach to capture all potential Brownfields sites. 
 

 The database search revealed no Brownfields sites within a 0.5-mile radius of the assessment 
property.  

 
4.2.11   Manufactured Gas Plants 
 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) compiles a database of manufactured gas plants that have 
operated throughout the United States.  Gas plants were mainly utilized from the 1800’s to the 1950’s to 
manufacture gas in bulk and sell to customers as fuel.  Examples of these gases are whale oil rosin, 
coal, or a mixture of coal and water.  Wastes produced by manufacturing these fuels are hazardous to 
human health and the environment.  Disposal of the waste was not controlled nor done in the best 
interest of the environment at the time. 
 

 The database search revealed no Manufactured Gas Plant within a 1.0-mile radius of the 
assessment property. 

 
4.3 Other Environmental Record Sources 
 
4.3.1 Eaton Corporation 
 
MILCO reviewed a TCE Concentrations in a Shallow Groundwater map for the Eaton Corporation site.  
The map was dated April 1999.  The map was provided by the City of Kearney.  The map indicates a 
plume of groundwater contamination existed approximately 1 mile southeast of the assessment property 
with groundwater flow to the northeast.  An 8-page document dated February 5, 1999 included in the 
Appendix indicates migration of contaminated groundwater has stabilized.  The site is not believed to 
be a recognized environmental condition regarding the assessment property.  
 
4.3.2 Physical Setting Source Map Findings 
 
The EDR Radius Map Report included registered well data.  Sixty-one wells are indicated within 1 mile 
of the assessment property.  Many of the wells are irrigation wells.  Some of the wells are abandoned 
water quality wells.   There are active monitoring wells listed as belonging to the City of Kearney.  The 
wells appear to be located to monitor groundwater near the lagoon site used from 1981 to 1999.  The 
lagoons are abandoned.  No information was found to suggest water quality wells were installed near 
the site to investigate a release.   
 
4.3.3 Flood Plain Map 
 
An Overview Map provided in the EDR report indicates the entire assessment property is located within 
a 500-year flood plain.  A drainage ditch along the east and north property line is located within the 100-
year flood plain.   
 
4.3.4 CERCLIS EPA ID NEN000703226 
 
Two pages of information for CERCLIS ID No. NEN000703226 were found in MILCO files.  They are 
included in the Appendix.  Brian Mitchell of Region 7 EPA informed Jim Lynaugh of the Kearney 
Municipal Airport that EPA collected soil and groundwater samples from airport property on June 11 and 
12, 2007.  The letter dated September 7, 2007 indicates no soil contaminants were found warranting 
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further investigation.  Tetrachloroethylene was found in groundwater at a concentration of 6.9 parts per 
billion.  The maximum contaminant level for drinking water is 5 parts per billion. 
 
The second page is a Query Result for the Kearney (Ex) Air Force Base.  The results indicate a 
preliminary assessment began on January 15, 2007 and ended on March 18, 2008.  As a result of the 
assessment, the site was determined to be a CERCLIS no further remedial action planned site.  The 
page states the site is not on the National Priority List.  The National Priority List (NPL) database 
consists of sites that have been identified for priority remedial action under the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund Program.   
 
The 2007 result for tetrachloroethylene is believed to be a de minimis condition that generally does not 
present a material risk of harm to public health or the environment and that generally would not be the 
subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  
Conditions determined to be de minimis are not recognized environmental conditions. 
 
The EPA has sampled the site and has determined no further action is required.  The site known as 
Kearney Air Force Base, CERCLIS ID No. NEN000703226, is not considered a recognized 
environmental condition for the assessment property.   
 
4.4 Physical Setting Sources 
 
4.4.1 General Topographic Setting 
 
A USGS topographic map showing the subject property was reviewed.  Contour lines on the 
topographic map indicate the land surface of the subject property at elevation approximately 2,130 feet 
above mean sea level.  A portion of the USGS Quadrangle map for the area is shown in Figure 1.  
 
4.4.2 Regional Geology 
 
The site lies within a Valleys topographic region of low relief along the Platte River.  The site is underlain 
by stream deposited clay, silt, sand, and gravel.  
 
4.4.3 Groundwater 
 
The site is in the Platte River Valley.  The area enjoys high yields of good quality water from alluvial 
sand and gravel.  Sand and gravel formations of Quaternary-age and Tertiary-age Ogallala Group 
underlie stream deposited materials.  Regional static water level occurs approximately 22 feet below 
ground level.  Area groundwater flow is to the east/northeast.  Groundwater contours in the area of the 
assessment property are shown in Figure 3. 
 
4.4.4 Surface Water 
 
Surface water runoff was not observed at the time of the site visit.  Surface drainage is primarily to the 
northeast.  No surface water was observed at the site.  A Drainage Easement granted to the Central 
Platte Natural Resources District (CPNRD) exists on the property, along the west and north property 
lines, draining from west to east.  The EDR Radius Map Report indicates the site is in the 500-year flood 
zone.  The drainage ditch is in the 100-year flood zone.   
 
4.5 Subject Property Historical Use Information 
 
Information reviewed regarding historical land use included title insurance prepared by Michael J. Tye, 
City Attorney.  Also reviewed were historical aerial photographs, an article from the Buffalo County 
Historical Society, and information for the area available from MILCO files for previous work for the City. 
 
Easement information appears to indicate the assessment property was privately held in 1938. By 
1942, the property may have been owned by the City of Kearney.  The Keens Municipal Airport was 
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developed on 532 acres.  The United States Army signed a long term lease for use of the airport for an 
Army airfield for $1 per year for as long as the field was needed.  An additional 2,227.5 acres of farm 
land were condemned for the airfield.   The airfield was approved in September 1942 and the base was 
ready to function in January 1943.  Historical information indicates much of the site was covered with 
corn, sugar beets, and water.  Crews built 4 miles of drainage ditch to drain water from the area.   
 
The USGS map and aerial photos appear to indicate a ½ mile drainage ditch crossed the assessment property 
from the southwest corner to the northeast corner.   
 
The airfield had a population of 2,344 by March 1948.  The facility was known as Kearney Army Air 
Base, Kearney Army Air Field, and Kearney Air Force Base.  An aerial photograph for 1951 appears to 
show 24 wood frame buildings assumed to be living quarters on the assessment property.  One larger 
building, approximately 50 feet by 150 feet, is shown.  It is unknown what the building was used for.  The 
building is far from the airport runways and is not believed to have been a machine shop or airplane 
repair area.  The far north barracks appear to have been added late in the life of the base.  It appears 
that the drainage ditch had to be rerouted for these barracks to be installed.   
 
The based was declared excess in 1951.  The airfield was transferred, or the lease ended, and the City of 
Kearney took over the property.  The property was leased to the Kearney Municipal Airport Corporation in 
1992.  The assessment property is leased annually for farming.   
 
The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources has a record for an active irrigation well on the 
assessment property.  A site visit and aerial photos appear to indicate the well may be located just south 
of the assessment property.  There is a center pivot irrigation sprinkler on the assessment property that 
is used to irrigate the south half of the southwest ¼ of Section 21 and the north half of the northwest ¼ 
of Section 28. 
 
The center pivot sprinkler and well appear to have been installed before 1981, since the circle shape is 
visible in aerial photos.  The drainage ditch was rerouted to travel along the west and north edges of the 
assessment property.  Non irrigated crops appear to be grown in the northwest corner of the assessment 
property.   
  
4.6 Adjoining Property Historical Use Information  
 
Historical use information for the adjoining properties was researched through aerial photos and other 
information available in files at MILCO.  Fire insurance rate maps were not available for review as part 
of this assessment. 
 
The assessment property is currently undeveloped and used as farm ground.  Adjoining property to the 
north, west, and south is farmland used for crop production.  There is a farmstead across the road west 
of the site.  The homestead and adjacent farm ground is owned by a trust from Oklahoma.  The property 
is probably rented or leased by someone local.   
 
Land located north, south, and east of the assessment property is owned by the City of Kearney and is 
operated as part of the airport coCity water and paved roads are available.  
 
Land east of the assessment property is used by the Nebraska Army National Guard.  They operate a 
vehicle equipment shop and parking lot at the site.  This area had barracks for the Kearney Air Force 
Base or was vacant prior to the Guard building their facility after 1993.  
 
Land southeast of the assessment property is used by Pramac America, LLC.  The manufacturing 
facility builds generators.  The site was used for barracks or living quarters for the Kearney Air Force 
Base.  The manufacturing facility was at the site by 1981 and continues to be upgraded. 
 
The Kearney Municipal Airport is located approximately 700 feet east of the assessment property.  This 
area has been an airport or airfield since 1942.  
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5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE  
 
5.1 Methodology and Limiting Conditions 
 
Brian Freeman of MILCO visited the property on Wednesday, August 29, 2012.  Mr. Freeman was able 
to view the property from the edges of the property from a vehicle and on foot.  A growing corn crop 
limited access to the interior of the property.   
 
5.2 General Site Setting 
 
The site is located in a light industrial area east of Kearney and adjacent to the Kearney Municipal 
airport.  The site may be accessed from Cherry Avenue or 56

th
 Street.   The site is relatively level and 

not currently developed.      
 
5.3 Exterior Observations 
 
The property is farmland used to grow irrigated corn.  A drainage ditch controlled by the Central Platte 
Natural Resource District exists on the property along the west and north property lines.  There are no 
building structures located on the subject property.  An irrigation well is documented to exist on the 
property.  A review of aerial photographs appears to indicate the well is located south of the south 
section line of Section 21 and is actually located on the property to the south.  A center pivot irrigation 
sprinkler is used on the assessment property and the adjacent property to the south.   
 
The site location is shown in Figure 1.  Photographs taken during the site visit are provided in the 
Appendix. 
 
5.4 Interior Observations 
 
There are no buildings located on the property so no interior observations were needed. 
 
 
6.0 INTERVIEWS 
 
6.1 Interviews with Owners 
 
Suzanne Brodine of the City of Kearney was interviewed.  She indicates the assessment property is 
owned with the Kearney Municipal Airport.  She indicates the site was deeded to the City at the end of 
World War II.  The City owns the well and right to the water used to irrigate the crop at the site.   
 
The assessment property is leased annually after crops are harvested.  Ms. Brodine did not provide the 
name of the lessee.  Ms. Brodine indicates the well is located near the south property line.  She 
indicates water will be available to the site from a city water line at 56

th
 Street and Cherry Avenue. 

 
Ms. Brodine indicates the Nebraska National Guard may have been concerned about groundwater 
contamination from City lagoons to the north, when the Guard moved to the area in about 1993.  The 
City tested groundwater and no contamination was found.  She indicates the City is not aware of any 
groundwater contamination at the assessment property.  The interview log completed during the 
telephone interview is included in the Appendix. 
 
6.2 Interviews with Site Occupants 
 
There are no current site occupants on the property. The property is farmland used for crop production.  
No occupants were interviewed.  
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6.3 Interviews with Fire Department 
 
The local fire department was contacted.  The individual (Ken Tracy) with historical information has 
retired from service and an interview could not be conducted. 
 
 
7.0 FINDINGS 
 
The assessment property was developed and used as part of the Kearney Army Air Base for some time 
between 1943 and 1951.  Most buildings at the site during that period are believed to have been living 
quarters.  The use of one larger building was not determined.  This building was not near the air field 
and is not believed to have been a mechanic shop. 
 
From 1951 through 2012, the assessment property is believed to have been farm ground.   
 
Review of records obtained, interviews conducted, and the observations made during the assessment 
did not indicate the presence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the assessment 
property.  No conditions are believed to exist at surrounding properties that may pose a risk or 
potentially impact the assessment property. No newly recognized environmental concerns were 
identified during processes utilized to update the report. 
 
The assessment property is in the 500-year flood plain.  A drainage ditch along the east and north 
property lines are in the 100-year flood plain.   
 
 
8.0 OPINION 
 
The assessment property is located adjacent to an industrial area.  The assessment property was part 
of the Kearney Army Air Base from 1942 to 1951.  No source areas for suspected releases were 
identified.  Data indicates volatile organic compounds have been detected at levels at or above 
detection levels in groundwater samples obtained in the airport area.  Groundwater should not be used 
for domestic or potable water without further testing.  Groundwater is approximately 22 feet below 
ground level.  
  
No evidence of recognized environmental conditions was identified through environmental records 
review, interviews, and observations conducted as part of this assessment.  Based on findings, further 
assessment is not recommended.  
 
 
9.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. (MILCO) has completed a review and update of the original Project 
Honor, Phase I Environmental Site Assessment dated September 27, 2012 to be current to May 31, 
2013, in conformance with the scope and limitations of American Society of Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment Process, E 1527-05.  The assessment property includes 66.5 acres including the South 
Half of the Southwest Quarter and the South Half of the Southeast Quarter lying West of Airport Road, 
Section 21, Township 9 North, Range 15 West of the 6

th
 P.M., Buffalo County, Nebraska, less that part 

of Proposed Industrial Subdivision Kearney Air Field, Kearney, Nebraska, located in the South Half of 
the Southeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 9 North, Range 15 West of the 6

th
 P.M. Buffalo County, 

Nebraska.   
 
Activities completed include:  1) review of updated Federal, State, and local records; 2) new site 
reconnaissance survey and photos; 3) new interviews with the register of deeds, and the fire 
department and 4) evaluation of all findings and distribution of the final report. 
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The assessment revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the 
assessment property.  No previous or newly recognized environmental conditions were found 
associated with surrounding properties that are believed to impact the assessment property. 
 
The assessment property is located adjacent to an industrial area.  The assessment property was part 
of the Kearney Army Air Base from 1942 to 1951.  No source areas for suspected releases were 
identified.  Data indicates volatile organic compounds have been detected at levels at or above 
detection levels in groundwater samples obtained in the airport area.  Groundwater should not be used 
for domestic or potable water without further testing.  Groundwater is approximately 22 feet below 
ground level.  
 
  
10.0 DEVIATIONS 
 
As far as we are aware, no deviations or exceptions to the ASTM Practice E 1527-05 were made during 
the assessment.  All resources reviewed are described in the report or included in the Appendix.   
 
 
11.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
 
No additional services were provided by MILCO as part of this assessment.   
 
 
12.0 REFERENCES 
 
Previous uses of the property and adjoining properties identified in this assessment were obtained from 
standard historical sources specified in the ASTM 1527-05 standards. Published reference sources 
relied upon in preparing this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is identified below.   
 

 Environmental Data Resources, Inc., 2012.  The EDR® – Radius Map Report, 96 pages 
 

 Environmental Data Resources, Inc., 2012.  The EDR – Certified Sanborn Map Report, 2 pages 
 

 Environmental Data Resources, Inc., 2012.  The EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package, 10 pages 

 Flowerday, C. A., Kuzelka, R. D., Pederson, D. T., 1998. The Groundwater Atlas of Nebraska 
(RA-4a): 44 pp. 

 Aerial Photography by the City of Kearney, flown in 2006. 

 United States Geological Survey Topographic map from Nebraska Department of Natural 
Resources. 

 United States Geological Survey, 1995.  Configuration of the Water Table, Spring 1995.  
 
All resources reviewed are described in the report, listed in figures, or included in the Appendix. 
 
13.0 ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONAL STATEMENT 
 
We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in 312.10 of 40 CFR 312 and we have the specific qualifications 
based on education, training, and experience to assess a property of the nature, history, and setting of 
the subject property.  We have developed and performed the all appropriate inquiries in conformance 
with the standards and practices set forth in 40 CFR Part 312. 
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14.0 SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
 
This report completed by: 
MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. 
 
 
__________________________________ ________________________________ 
Jacqueline B. Riener, P.E.    Belinda S. Fowler, P.M. 
 
 
15.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS  
 
In order to establish an environmental auditor’s level of experience and the absence of conflict of 
interest, the following information is provided. 
 
Name and address of contractor: 
 
 MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. 
 109 East 2nd Street     
 McCook, Nebraska   69001    
 
Name and title of the persons who prepared the report and a statement on how long the 
contractor has been performing environmental assessments of real property: 
 
 Brian Freeman, Senior Environmental Technician 
 

Jacqueline B. Riener, P.E. 
 
Belinda S. Fowler, P.M. 

 
The company known as MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. has been performing environmental 

assessments of real property for 17 years.   
 
Identity, training, and relevant experience of all employees who performed the assessment or 
report showing the results of the inspection: 
 
Brian Freeman, Senior Environmental Technician 
  
 Emporia High School, Emporia, KS 
             Flint Hills Area Vocational Technical College, Emporia, KS 
 
 40-Hour HAZWOPER (OSHA Regulation 29 CFR 1910.120) 
 OSHA Confined Space Training 
 OSHA 8-Hour Refresher Courses 
 On Site Wastewater System Supervisor 
 
 1990-1991 Construction Supervisor, BSB Construction 
 1991-1994 Driller and Environmental Technician, Maxim Technologies 
 1994-2003 Liehs Drilling, Inc. 
 2003-Present   Senior Environmental Technician, MILCO Environmental Services, Inc.   
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Jacqueline B. Riener, P.E. 
 
 Wray High School, Wray, CO 

B.S. Agricultural Engineering, Colorado State University, Ft. Collins, CO, 1981 
 

Registered Professional Civil Engineer in Nebraska, Certificate Number E-7483 
 Registered Professional Engineer in Kansas, License Number 13418 
 Professional Engineer in Colorado, Registration Number 23704 
 Well Drilling/Pump Installation Contractor in Nebraska, License Number 39315 
 
 OSHA 40-Hour Training, 1985, 1989 
 OSHA 8-Hour Updates, Annually 
 OSHA 8-Hour Supervisors Training, 1990 
 OSHA 8-Hour Hazardous Materials Training, 1995 

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, Contractors Day 
 
1981-1987 Project Engineer, Layne-Western Company, Water Well Development and 

Environmental Assessment (Environmental Assessment Beginning 1984) 
1987-1988 Engineer, Roscoe Moss Company, Water Well and Environmental Divisions 
1988-1992 Engineer and Manager, Groundwater Technology, Inc., Environmental   

Assessment and Remediation Projects 
1992-1994 District Manager and Environmental Engineer, Nebraska Testing Corporation, 

Construction Testing, Environmental Assessment and Remediation Projects 
1994-1999 Environmental and Civil Engineer, Charles E. Wright Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
2000-Present Environmental and Civil Engineer, MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. 

 
 
Belinda S. Fowler, P.M. 
 
 Lincoln High School, Lincoln, NE 
 Associate of Science, Northeast Community College, Norfolk, NE, 2002 
 B.S. Biology, Wayne State College, Wayne, NE, 2004 

CRPL M.S. Progress, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, School of Natural Resources and College 
of Architecture and Engineering, Lincoln, NE, 2009-2012 

 
Grade III Water Operator in Nebraska, License Number 2927 
DOT Hazardous Materials Training 40 CFR Parts 100-185 2008, 2011 
RCRA Advanced Trainer Course, 2011 
OSHA Global Harmonization Standard Training, 2012 
OSHA 40-Hour Training, 2013 
CHMM Midwest Chapter, Paid Member/Meetings, 2011-2012 
Previous Water Well Monitoring Technician Certificate  
GIS Advanced User Training, 2011-2012 
 
2002-2004  Field Sampling Technician, Lower Elkhorn NRD 
2004-2006 Analytical Lab Technician & Graduate Student Field Assistant, UNL/UNO 
2006-2008 Field Technician/Environmental Quality Compliance Program Specialist, 

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 
2008-2013 Highway Environmental Program Specialist, NDOR 
2013-Present Project Manager, MILCO Environmental Services, Inc. 
 
 

If the assessment will be performed in accordance with generally recognized standards, a 
description of the standards: 
 
 ASTM Standard E-1527-05 for Environmental Assessments 
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