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Fire/EMT Service:  Provide name, address, and telephone number of local fire protection 
services, including name and contact information for Fire Chief. 

The Kearney Fire Department administrative offices are at 2211 Avenue A, Kearney, Nebraska 
68848.  Fire Chief Terry Eirich may be reached at the administrative offices at 308-233-3226 or 
firechieffd1@kearneygov.org .   

i. Provide statement describing the authority and type of fire rescue and Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) services. 

Fire: As provided by Nebraska Revised State Statute 16-222, the City of Kearney operates a Fire 
Department Our authority NE RSS 16-222 and City Ordinance 755 passed in 1934.  The City 
operates a blended paid and volunteer department and supports both a City, urban, department 
and a Suburban, rural, department from the three City fire stations.  The project site will be 
served by the City Fire Department (Department).  The Department utilizes three stations which 
are manned 24-7, including an Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) station.  The ARFF 
station is the first responder to calls in the Airport Business Park, including the project site and is 
equipped for serving large commercial and industrial calls. The Department also utilizes a 
suburban fire station in Riverdale, Nebraska for support response. A new ARFF station is 
currently under construction and will be completed by December 31, 2013. 

EMT: Good Samaritan Hospital EMS has and currently does provide sole emergency 911 and 
non-emergency ambulance transport service to the community of Kearney, NE and surrounding 
Suburban Fire Protection District #1.  This service is provided on a 24/ basis without any 
additional subsidy or reimbursement from the City of Kearney or Buffalo County.   (Source 
Good Samaritan Hospital EMS Manager Tim Hoffman) 

 

ii. Provide brief description of responder capabilities including number of staff and 
position, qualification and certifications, number and type of equipment. 

Fire: The Kearney Fire Department is a blended paid and volunteer department consisting of 10 
paid Firefighter/Operators and 65 volunteers.  The volunteer Command Staff of fourteen 
includes one Fire Chief, two Assistant Chiefs, five Captains, and six Lieutenants. Many of the 
paid Firefighter/Operators are also volunteer fire fighters. The Department also includes two 
positions and a Fire Administrator position, which supervises the paid side of the Department. 
Training is provided for all volunteers and is mandatory for Firefighter/Operators.  The 
Department averages more than 8,700 hours of training annually.   

Engineers work 24-hour shifts and are supplemented by part-time drivers on an as-needed basis. 
Fire calls are routed through Dispatch at the Law Enforcement Center.  When a fire call is made, 
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a Fire Engineer drives equipment to the scene.  Volunteer fire fighters meet the equipment on-
site.  The Department also supports a suburban Fire Department utilizing two of the City’s three 
fire stations in conjunction with a suburban fire station located in Riverdale NE with volunteer 
drivers and suburban department equipment.  The City Department supports the suburban 
department and provides interagency cooperation. 

The Department fleet consists of types of response vehicles one ARFF truck, four pumpers, two 
aerial ladder trucks, one rescue truck, three support/administrative vehicles.  The Department has 
additional equipment to respond to emergencies including portable decontamination showers and 
hazmat equipment, Thermo Imaging Cameras, Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus, a mobile 
light unit and a re-hab unit.  Interagency agreements with eight rural fire departments in a 50 
mile radius from Kearney provide additional resources to the community. 

EMT: Good Samaritan Hospital EMS is a license Advanced Life Support transport service and 
provides ambulance coverage at the ALS level with 2 crews available at all times for emergency 
call.  Good Samaritan Hospital EMS responds, either directly or pursuant to any mutual aid 
agreements and EMS back-up response plans, with any service requesting our services.   

Good Samaritan Hospital EMS is operated with a total of 12 full-time Paramedics and EMT’s 
and one full-time manager.  There are a total of six (6) ALS ambulances available for operation.  
These ambulances are stocked with equipment necessary to identify, stabilize, and treat all 
traumatic and medical emergencies that the service responds to. 

All paramedics are licensed in the State of Nebraska, certified in Advanced Cardiac Life Support 
(ACLS, Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS), Basic Life Support (BLS), Neonate 
Resuscitation Program (NRP), and the National Incident Command System (NIMS).  (Source 
Good Samaritan Hospital EMS Manager Tim Hoffman) 

 

iii. Indicate response time/distance to proposed site, and whether there are any 
impediments e.g. railroads, areas subject to flooding, routes through residential areas, 
etc. to the path between the fire service and the proposed site. 

The Department averaged 967 calls for service annually over the last 3 years, with an average of 
44.2%  being dispatched calls for service or calls from the public, and 55.8%  being self-initiated 
by Officers or on view calls. 

Three Fire Stations serve the community, as noted on the attached map.  The site will be 
primarily served by the ARFF Station, approximately 3,100 feet from the center of the site. 
Response time on paved 56th Street is less than two minutes.   
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The first unit response time for the community averages one minute and fifty seconds; the first 
unit response time for the suburban department is four minutes and fifty-seven seconds. The 
annual number of calls is as follows: 

• Fire Calls = 296 
• Rescue Calls =  120 
• Non-Emergency Calls = 551 

 

EMT: In the last 12 months, Good Samaritan EMS has an average response time of 1:14 (1 
minute and 14 seconds); response time is the time from the 911 dispatch to crew in ambulance 
responding to the emergency.  In this same time frame, Good Samaritan EMS has an average 
response time to scene of 4:17; this time is the time frame from going enroute to arriving on 
scene.  Giving a total average from 911 page to arrival on scene of 5:31 (five minutes and 31 
seconds). 

Based on the map provided, I would estimate response time (time of 911 dispatch to arrival on 
scene) to the proposed location between 8-10 minutes.  This would also depend on time of day 
and traffic.  There are no perceived impediments in the path between this location and the 
location of the ambulances that are housed at Good Samaritan Hospital.  The roads are well 
maintained and easily accessible to ambulance traffic.  The location also offers multiple routes if 
there are road closures or other issues identified.  (Source Good Samaritan Hospital EMS 
Manager Tim Hoffman)   

See attached letter from Tim Hoffman. 

 

iv. Provide Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection Classification rating. 

The City of Kearney has and ISO Public Protection Classification rating of “Two”. 

See attached letter regarding ISO Rating. 
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